DISCUSSIONS
1) The book of the unnamed midwife by Meg Elison has been an interesting read thus far. I found this book quite grim and a bit of a hard read in certain descriptive chapters. This book tells a unique story on how humans would adjust with no social construct present. It was interesting to see that with a decreased population and the rarity of women, men were more interested in satisfying themselves sexually than preserving the women’s life for a new generation. Similar to the previous book read (The Handmaid’s by Margret Atwood), when there are no given social constructs women are placed at the bottom of the hierarchy.  Even when there is a social construct women are still placed at the bottom. This book in more ways than one displays the self-behaviors that human exhibit once they are placed in difficult situations. I am excited to how this post-apocalyptic tale unfolds.

REPLY
1)

2)To be completely honest so far, The Book of the Unnamed Midwife has been a disturbing read. Some chapters and descriptions are intense, and the language found in this book is completely out of my comfort zone. I also find that the way that the novel carries itself is quite chaotic, in a sense a reflection of the whole plot of the novel. At least with The Handmaid’s Tale I found the story to be more cohesive, the plot made sense and was more straightforward. With this novel, between the back and forth from the narration to the personal diary reflections, it seems like the reader has to piece the events together to understand what is going on as a whole. However, I can see how both novels show a brutal reality of a world in where men rule and degrade women in the process. In the Handmaid’s Tale, men need women for reproduction and pleasures. In The Book of the Unnamed Midwife, most women have died or die from giving birth, so now there are more men than women and they imprison the women they find to satisfy their pleasures. Both novels, in my opinion, uses fictious exaggeration to point to the dangers found in inequality, women sexualization, and men dominated control.
I can see how this current novel correlates with the Supreme Court decision. The article explains how Hobby Lobby, and other private companies are allowed to deny birth control in their health coverage plans. Now in the novel, the main character is a nurse and helps the women that she finds by giving them birth control and other forms of contraception. She does this as a survival method for the women- for the women left are being abused and they are probable of dying during birth, along with the baby. The novel highlights the importance of birth control, while the supreme court decision was done on the bases of religious and personal views (RFRA). Its overall a very delicate topic with a lot of different point of views and opinions- however I think Meg Ellison’s stance in this debate is pretty clear.
Article source: U.S. Supreme Court Lets Private Companies Deny Birth Control Coverage to Employees. https://www.reproductiverights.org/press-room/us-supreme-court-lets-private-companies-deny-birth-control-coverage-to-employees.

REPLY
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3)Couldn't read a book that relates more to the situation being lived in this time and space. The juxtaposition of women in the Book of the Unnamed Midwife and the Handmaid's Tale entails the reality that women are living and will live in the near future. This literary masterpiece, specifically situates human beings in an apocalyptic setting in which women are to be protected for the repopulation of planet Earth. Moreover, women are being constantly treated as breeders by men, and men's role is to satisfy their own selfish needs. Similarly, men, just like in the Handmaid's Tale, find themselves justified by their actions for an overall "utilitarian goal"; this is the only way men can live with themselves. 
Finally, I would say that this fiction uses brutal literature to speak out about problems of male dominance, and overall men hypocrisy which seeks to care for men but in reality just imprisons them. Moreover, this book has strong ties with the article of the U.S Supreme court because it shows how close we are of controlling the reproductive rights that ONLY should belong to women. Overall, I find the book to be very gruesome and strangely satisfactory because it does not leave any details behind, and that raw type of writing is the one that attracts attention for political and ideological questioning of real life problems. 

REPLY
3)

[bookmark: _GoBack]4) This new book were reading literally described what we went through when we first found out about covid-19. When i read no toilet paper, chaos from civilians, it made me giggle because maybe this wasnt the first time this has happened. It gives me an apocalypse vibe except no zombies. Just men looking for women to get their needs satisfied. I can relate what i have read in the unnamed midwife and the handmaid's tale because again the women have to hide who they are. Offred was draped in her red cloat hiding her femininity, and the unnamed midwife has to dress manly, hide herself as a women overall. Both books the women have to worry not to provoke men because they first thing they want to do with the women they encounter with is have sex. Sex, sex, sex is always related with women for some reason. Women were always, and always will be seen as sex objects no matter how hard we have fought for equality. Whether visible or unknown. I’m interested as to know this book will turn out, hopefully in the "unnamed midwife's" favor. 
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